
Proverbs 1 03/17/2024

I don't know if that song is based on Ezekiel chapter 47. If you never take the time to look at 
Ezekiel chapter 47, it talks about the waters that come out of the throne of God during the 
Millennium. That song is a great spiritual application to all that, and it's a great song.

I want to also tell you today that before you leave, today is Chiaoluang's last day. He goes back 
to China this week, and it's been a real blessing to have him here. We had a going-away party for 
him last night that had a great turnout. An interesting thing about all that is I met another Chinese 
young man last night, some of you guys were playing ball with him, who is a saved man. He 
goes to a Southern Baptist church here in town someplace, and he speaks English very well. He 
was translating for Chiaoluang, and he had to come over and ask me about the difference 
between Baptist, Southern Baptist, and all that. He's a sharp kid, and so there may be an 
opportunity there. I know some of them are invited into church, and you young people would be 
great for him. So you never know, God closes one door, He opens up another one through that 
same door. So we're excited about that.

If you have your Bibles, we're in Proverbs chapter 1. Last week, if you remember, we looked at 
our second and our third admonition as us as the sons. You remember that I told you in the first 
seven chapters of the book of Proverbs, there are fifteen times that he mentions us as sons and 
gives us instructions and tells us what we should do and what we shouldn't do. Last week we 
talked about the aspect of not dealing with the enticement of sinners. I think it's instructive that 
the Bible is very exact in itself. We talk about the world and staying away from the world, and 
that's all true, but the Bible is much more exact than that when it talks about the enticement that 
we go through in life. He didn't talk about the enticement of the world, and yet I know he talked 
about the world, the flesh, and the devil, but he's more exact than that because it's just like 
somebody said one time, "There's nothing wrong with the world, it's just the people in it." That is 
so true.

He says here, he says, "My son," in verse 10, "if sinners entice thee." It's more than the world, it's 
the people that are in the world. You know as well as I do that there are people in this world that 
will hurt you. There are people in this world that you just need to stay away from, and we see 
this reoccurring over and over again in the book of Proverbs, how important it is. Verse 10 in its 
entirety said:

Proverbs 1:10

My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.

We took the time and we laid out about enticement. We talked about what that means and how 
we should stay away from it. Then we looked at verse 15 where he also said:

Proverbs 1:15

My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path:



We really focused on two great principles last week of staying away from the people in this 
world that will hurt you. Today, I want to look at the next set of principles here. We have been 
coming through it systematically by the paragraph marks, and we talked about how important 
those are in the Bible. I want to continue with chapter 1 as we come down through here, and 
basically, it's the same concept, it's just a different theme now. So let's read chapter 1, verses 20 
through 23, within the paragraph structure here, and we'll make some comments on it.

Proverbs 1:20-23

Wisdom crieth without, she uttereth her voice in the streets:

She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth 
her words, saying,

How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and  
fools hate knowledge?

Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words 
unto you.

Now, Father, help us today to grasp all that You have for us here. We love You. We thank You for 
the folks that have come today. We thank You for our church and for the Word of God that You 
provided for us, that we know leads and guides us into all truth. We come today, Father, as needy 
people. We come needing, Lord, what You have for us today. That's why these folks have showed 
up. Lord, I, as a human man, I don't have anything that I can give them, only as You use me as a 
vessel, as unworthy as I am, to be able to flow through me to give them the message that You 
have for them. We will be careful today, as we always are, Lord, to give You the honor and the 
glory and the praise, and we'll thank You and praise You in Jesus' name, for His sake we ask it. 
Amen.

This is loaded here. It's a good thing that we're taking these in small degrees, doing the paragraph 
marks, because you're going to see today, it doesn't look like much, but this section is absolutely 
loaded, as every section is in the book of Proverbs. But verse 20 says:

Proverbs 1:20

Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:

As I said, there's a number of things here for us to see.

I. The Feminine Personification of Wisdom
First, I want to talk to you and help you understand why wisdom is used in a female gender. I get 
asked that question all the time when somebody sees it in Proverbs, why wisdom is likened to a 
woman. In life, there are a number of things that are likened to women. For a long time, 
hurricanes and tornadoes were always given women's names, but then we got to the point now 
men are named that too. There was a time when only ships were named after women, but in the 
Bible, wisdom in the book of Proverbs is found as a female gender. I'm asked that question all 



the time, many, many times, and I want to show you this, but I want you to see how it is in the 
three applications of Scripture that we talk about. I think it's very important that you do that.

We already know from our intro and from where we were and what we've come through that the 
book of Proverbs is wrapped around two men: a wise man and a foolish man. We know that now. 
And yet, along with that, you'll find that there are two women in the book of Proverbs. One of 
them is going to be a virtuous woman, the other one is going to be a whorish woman. So the 
Bible book of Proverbs is built around that, as is the whole Bible.

Let's talk about it for a moment.

➢ Doctrinal and Prophetic Sense

➢ Doctrinally, the whorish woman will always be false religion.

➢ Historical Sense

➢ Inspirational Sense

I told you a minute ago that when Solomon looked through his thousand wives to find one of 
virtue, he only found one. I think, no, I know that everything in the Bible has a significance, and 
I'm telling you right now that that's a great analogy because just as Solomon had to go through a 
thousand women to find one with virtue, I promise you today, Christ has to go through a 
thousand people. I know I tell you all the time how many people claim to be saved and come to 
church but never do anything for God, and I tell you that number is there for a reason. I'd say 
today that out of a thousand Christians that you take, probably one of them is going to do what 
really needs to be done, and that's what's the problem with Christianity today.

So you see it now. Historically, it's the one that he finds and he writes on. Doctrinally, Solomon 
is Israel as God's wife, and inspirationally, as the church as Christ's bride. Once we get saved and 
we become the bride of Christ, a female, then that wisdom is personified in us, and we are 
admonished to take the wisdom. A wise man will learn these things, and a wise man, when he 
understands what I'm saying, he'll see wisdom as a female. He'll see it as a female that God gives 
him, and to get God's wisdom, and then he'll embrace her. He'll embrace her like Solomon 
embraced the virtuous woman that he found. He'll exalt her. He'll love her. He'll forsake 
everything else in the world for her, the wisdom of God, and it winds up bringing in your life and 
my life someone who loves truth and loves God's wisdom and loves God's instructions. So you 
can see how that works. You forsake everything else.

The Bible says in Luke chapter 11, verse 49, Colossians 2:3, and 1 Corinthians 1:3 that Christ 
Himself is the wisdom of God. So when you get saved, He imparts that wisdom to you as the 
bride of Christ, the weaker vessel. But there's coming a day when the rapture takes place that the 
two will be joined, your glorified body and your soul, and then you'll be the personification of 
God's wisdom, and that's how it works. It's an incredible study.

II. Five Places Wisdom Must Be Declared



The next thing I want you to see, and this follows in verse 20 and 21, are five places that wisdom 
needs to be declared. I think this is very important. I'm telling you, this passage is loaded, and 
this won't necessarily be one of those hellfire, ranting and raving, preaching messages today, but 
there's a lot of solid good stuff in here. Now, the ranting and raving, if you're disappointed about 
that, just come back next week, or unfortunately or fortunately, I want to look at it next week. We 
get into the next section, which is the laughter of God. So come with your asbestos on next week, 
and you're good.

Here's what he says, five things. Now these five aspects will be five aspects to our ministry, five 
places that you and I as a church, in this church, should minister to, and yet at the same time, it's 
where your life should be. What he says down here, he says, "Wisdom crieth without." Now 
here's five places that once you get the wisdom of God, you need to cry out with that wisdom. It's 
incredible. Now I've changed the order a little bit here just so I could build on it, but you'll see it 
as we go through here.

1. Wisdom Crieth WithoutThe first thing he says here, he says, "Wisdom crieth without." Now, 
that's dealing with being a witness for God. You see, you start ministry and putting out the 
Word of God by taking what God gave you inwardly first, and then in time, taking what God 
gave you inwardly and then giving it outwardly to others. That is the biggest fundamental 
flaw in most Christians' lives. You know, we all go through storms in life. We all do. There 
will be nobody that will never go through a storm in life, but the key is not going through the 
storm in life. The key is not letting that storm get in your life. You see, and the reason why 
most people get so troubled with everything in their life is because they're not putting 
anything out. You know, if you've got a tank full of water and you've got one outlet, and you 
pour that water out at 500 gallons a second, you realize that no water can get in because 
when everything is pressure is going out, you realize if nothing is going out in the opened 
valve, it'll keep filling it up. That's what your life is like. When you take what God has given 
you inside and give it out to others, there's no way that things out there, the storms of life, 
can get into your life. You will go through them in life. The problem is not going through 
them, it's the problem when you let those things get in your life. They'll destroy everything. 
You'll worry about it, you'll fret over it, you'll have to deal with all of those things. But when 
you're putting out what God has given you on the inside, you don't care nearly about it 
because things can't get to you. Things can't get into your life. And so the first thing he says 
is, "Wisdom crieth without."The Bible says in verse 21, "She uttereth her words." This is 
what very frankly many of you do, and it's a testimony to our church, and I see it all the time. 
I talked to you last week, I think it was last week, about the fact that we don't have, we didn't 
have a sign for months, for years, because I wanted you to be the signs. And even the sign we 
have now, it's pretty obscure. I mean, if you don't really look for it, you can never see it. We 
don't have a big marquee, we don't have a flashing sign out there, and I'm not necessarily 
saying there's anything wrong with that, but I am telling you this: the greatest sign you'll have 
is not one you hang on the door. The greatest sign you'll have is the people in your church 
that will go out and cry out the wisdom on the inside and give it out to others. That's what 
you need to do. That's exactly what he's talking about here. It's absolutely important to see 
that. God made a difference in your life. If you got saved, God made a difference in your life 



internally. Now you have to try to make a difference in other people's lives by taking what 
God gave you internally and taking it to them without. That's just the way that it works.

2. In the Opening of the GateNow the second thing I want you to see is, as wisdom cried 
without, "in the opening of the gate." I moved these around a little bit, but for the purpose of 
being able to illustrate this. But he says, "the opening of the gate." Now in the Bible, the gate 
of the city was the hotbed of activity. It's where all the events took place, all the 
proclamations, all the decrees, all the announcements of what was going to happen took place 
there. The elders sat at that gate. They watched who came in and they watched who went out. 
The gate was the entrance to the city, the only way you could get in because the city had 
walls around it, and it represents for us the opening that was the center of all the activity that 
went on in that city.Now for us, that'll be a picture of our church. Just as the gate was the 
center of everything back there, every event, this church will be the main event in your life. 
We saw when we came through church history, I talked about two churches. One was called 
the church of the open door, the other one was called the church of the closed door. The 
church of the open door was the great Philadelphia church that ran for about 1600 to about 
1900. The church of the closed door starts in 1900, and we live in that period today called 
Laodicea. Laodicea means the rights of the people. I showed you how that it was the greatest 
period of time in the Philadelphia church age when God said in Revelation chapter 3, "I've 
set before you an open door and no man is going to shut it." That is the greatest missionary 
movement, that's the greatest soul-winning movement. That's a time when probably three-
quarters of the world had come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, and this old book, this 
King James 1611, was preached from one end of the earth to the other. But then in 1900, the 
door closed, and now we find in the book of Revelation where it talks about the fact, he says, 
"I stand before you, and if any man hear my voice and open up unto me, he'll come and he'll 
dwell with it." Now it's a closed door. It's a closed door, and we find that the door, the gate 
here, is our church. It's where all the activities take place. It's where the center of your life 
should be. People come in and people leave, and everything here is laid out from what God 
wants us to do.He said it himself over there in the Gospels, he says, "We as Christians are 
like a city on a hill." He says, "When a city on a hill is all the lights are on, who can miss it? 
How can you miss a city sitting on a hill?" When we started our church, I talked about the 
fact that we took you through Nehemiah and Esther and showed you the nine gates around 
that city and how that that is a picture of the nine ministries that a church needs to have to 
grow. The gates are the places where people come in. Some of our gates are the athletic 
ministry, the counseling ministry, or the other restart ministry, or turnaround. There are a 
number of gates that people come in, and that's exactly what he's talking about. He says, "If 
you take a city and you put all the lights on in the city and you put it on a hill, everybody sees 
it." The problem with Christians today that make the church none effect is nobody's got the 
lights on. You can't tell it because it's dark inside because the light is the glory of God shining 
through you that people see. People aren't going to come to this church or any church just 
because you put a marquee out. Now you may get a thing, have a great praise band and have 
a great big screen TV and have all the services up there. People come to get entertained, but 
you talk about coming to get preached to, coming to get what God has for you, you know 
what? People aren't going to do that today unless they see that there's something different in 



your life. Don't you know that families are hurting today? Moms and dads are afraid today. 
Marriages are on the rocks today. And when they look and they see a light on the hill, and 
that light is something that God has done in your life, they're going to come. The problem is 
nobody's got the lights on. "Cry it, wisdom crieth in the opening of the gate." The church is 
central to God's plan. It's your training ground, and when you start to proclaim the wisdom of 
God, that's where you have to start, and then God takes it from there.

3. In the StreetsThe third thing he says, "Wisdom crieth without in the street." Now there, there 
would be the crying out of God's wisdom to the outside world, at work, your neighborhood, 
anybody who will listen, your family, your friends, your co-workers. Sonia, Sonia is the 
poster child for overkill, but I love it. Sonia had the thing for going away last night, and she 
invited every neighbor within a 500-mile radius, and some of them showed up, and they were 
great families, people who were great people. But you see, "Wisdom crieth without." That's 
what you got to do. This is where you step up and step out and preach unto them Jesus. Her 
brother came to me Thursday night, and a little bit concerned because she had, again, and it's 
a great bad cop, good cop thing, she had beat him senseless over the King James Bible and 
how the Bible he had was corrupting to the point where he got nervous about it that he came 
to Bible study, pulled me aside and said, "I have to ask you some things." It was a great 
opportunity for me to take what she did and to smooth it out, but at the same time show him, 
and he said, "I'll be back next week." You see, "Wisdom crieth without." I mean, that's what 
we're supposed to do. This is where you step out and you tell them. Every other one of you 
have done that. I mean, it's one of the greatest attributes of our church, and I watched you. 
We've talked about it, and we've worked through it, and we've seen it, how that God will put 
you in somebody's life like He did with you, with what's his face, the guy with the 14-inch 
bias. But we won't go the rest of the distance on that one. Yeah, yeah, yeah. And Kevin did, 
and there's so many of you. They see the difference in your life, and you, the lights are on, 
and you get a chance, you get a chance to give them what God has given you. They don't 
always take it, but that's what you do. "Wisdom crieth without." See, it sets our pattern. It 
sets our pattern. It was this very concept that she started in the book of Acts that even though 
in the midst of Roman persecution, Christianity spread through Asia Minor and through 
Europe like hot melted butter on popcorn. I mean, they were everywhere. When you come up 
in the Dark Ages and the Roman Catholic Church is running the world and killing Christians 
and doing all that she's doing, there were more saved people because of men and women who 
did that concept right there on the street corners, in the marketplaces, wherever they were. 
They were telling the story of Christ and winning people to Christ in an incredible way, 
absolutely incredible.I was in Amsterdam one time, and Amsterdam is a great historical city 
because it has so many aspects that you can actually trace in history, and they have a place 
there called Dam Square, and it's the dam where they blocked the North Sea, and it would be 
underwater, but they've done it up there, and there were the buildings were there, and I love 
places like this. You could actually stand there and walk down the streets and see on the old 
buildings, and all the high straight-up buildings, the dates they were made, and they go back 
to 1604, 1650. I mean, they've been around for 400 years. And I was down there in Dam 
Square, which is huge. It's about four or five times the size of our parking lot, and it's a huge 
place. And I was standing down there, and right over there in one of the museums, famous 



museums, a great painting. There was a painting of a guy standing on a corner right at this 
corner with a shop that was a map shop, and it was a painting of him having a Bible talking 
with somebody, and evidently the painter, it was like a 300-year-old painting, so evidently 
the guy who painted it saw the actual event and went home and painted it. And I saw that 
thing, and boy, when I went out of there, you know what I did? I went over there and I just 
stood on the exact same corner, and that exact same building was there, and it was a map 
shop as it was today. It looked exactly today like it did in that painting, and I just stood there 
for a moment and just thought, "Man, 350 years ago, some Dutchman stood here with a Bible 
and won some guy to Christ." And that was going on in Europe, all over Europe. It's 
incredible because they understood that wisdom cried out in the streets.

4. In the Chief Place of ConcourseThen the fourth thing he says here, "It crieth, wisdom crieth 
out in a chief place of the concourse." Now this will be our government, the place where the 
laws and the rules are laid down, and you know as well as I do, our country is in a total chaos 
mess today. It's our life support system, it really is. And yet there was a time when in its 
greatness, it was based on its belief in a book that God gave them and its principles, the Word 
of God. You know, our Founding Fathers, and most people don't even know this, our 
Founding Fathers, no matter what you're told today, they understood, and as I told you 
Thursday night, this country was built on the principles and the fundamentals of a King 
James 1611 Authorized Version as the Word of God. And our doctrine of our Declaration of 
Independence, what was drafted by Thomas Jefferson in its final form, and no, people don't 
even know this, in its final form, in fact, when he brought the first draft back, the guys looked 
at it and said, "Whoa, there's only one reference to God here, and we cannot accept this 
because from where we've come from and what we've been through, we all know that we 
wouldn't be where we're at without God." That's a fresh breath of air for our government, isn't 
it? And so they sent it back, and Thomas Jefferson went back and he rewrote it and put in 
four concepts about God, and they are the four absolute fundamental concepts that every 
nation should be built on, and every family should be built on, and every life should be built 
on. And when you read that, nobody sees it today, nobody understands it today, but the first 
thing he did is he made a reference to God as Lawgiver. The second thing he made a 
reference to was God as Creator. The third thing he made reference to was God as Supreme 
Judge. And the fourth reference of God in our Declaration of Independence is God as our 
Protector and our Sovereign. The greatest concepts and principles that you could ever pick 
out of the Bible to put in a founding Constitution or a Declaration of Independence for a 
country starting its new birth and starting out. They're the same four principles that are 
working in your personal life and work in your family.A little bit later on, we saw when the 
company began to form the states. By 1892, there were 44 states in our union, and they came 
to the point where they said that nobody could hold office in those states, nobody could hold 
office in those states unless they believed the Bible was the Word of God. We saw back in 
1787 with Ben Franklin, who wasn't even a saved man, George Washington, who wasn't a 
saved man, he was a deist, and James Madison, I'm not sure what he was, but they put forth 
what was called the Northwest Ordinance in 1787. And the Northwest Ordinance said a lot of 
things and did a lot of things about all the new territories that wanted to become states, but 
one of the things it says is that no territory would be accepted as a state unless they taught the 



King James 1611 Bible in the public school system. Well, we've come a long way from that, 
haven't we? "Let wisdom cry in the chief place of concourse." You see, this is where the laws 
are made, this is where the rules are made. Why, even today, when you hear on the news that 
somebody was arrested for sodomy, it goes back to Genesis 19. We live in a world where our 
laws and our structures are based on what the Bible principles in the Bible said, even though 
nobody wants to admit it today, or they'll try to change the name whenever they can.

5. In the CityThe fifth place, "Wisdom crieth without in the city." Now this is the crying out of 
wisdom of God right down in our own city. Now here's our homeless ministry, here's our 
street ministry, here's our 13th and Cherry with Q, Phil, and Cleon and Joe. Here's our river 
team with Darren and Joe. Here's Restart, here's Turnaround, here's Wheels Team, Steve's 
teams, Chris's team. Here's Zach's whole high school team. Here's Joe and Christina down at 
Ronald McDonald House, literally going down into the city and going down there and taking 
and declaring wisdom and crying to them and trying to get them to what God wants you to 
do.A while back, a family left the church, and one of the things they had said to somebody 
else was that our city ministry was really a wasted endeavor and it was really a waste of time, 
and that wasn't a reason they left, but that was their idea about the thing. Let me tell you 
something right now, as we speak, there are five people that come to the church every 
Sunday morning that were saved and came out of that field, and they're in this church every 
Sunday morning, and half of them are here today. Five of them. A wasted endeavor? Now the 
only wasted endeavor was the 25 years I spent with that couple, that's all they learned about 
it. I'm telling you, "Wisdom crieth without." "Wisdom crieth without." You take it out there 
and you go out and you give them what they need. I drive around getting water to people, 
making sure they get, and I see you guys sitting on the curb with a truck talking to them 
about the Lord. I watch you guys down at 13th and Cherry. You get to know the guys now, 
they get to know you, and you get to sit down and open up and talk with them about the 
Lord. That's going, that's one of the areas that we're to do it in, in the city, in the street, in the 
place of concourse, in the gate.

III. God's Wisdom is Available
Now I want you to see this, and I think this is incredible. To me, this is probably the greatest 
aspect of all this today, is that God's wisdom is available if you want it. It really is. It's here. I 
don't care if we're in a church of the closed door. He said Revelation chapter 3, verse 20, talking 
about the day and age that we're living in, he says:

Revelation 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

It doesn't matter that churches around the world have refused God in that verse that shows you 
that they've thrown God out of their own church. In His own church, they've got praise bands, 
they've got music, they've got all the things except the Bible, and He's not interested in praise 
bands, He's not in the big screen, He's into one thing: the preaching of this book. And He tells 
you right there, if you do it, if you open that door when I'm knocking on it, then I'll come in and 



sup. That's fellowship, supper. We'll eat together. Come and dine at the Master's table. Come and 
dine, you can feast at Jesus' table anytime.

What he's talking about, what he's talking about, Amos chapter 8, verse 11 and 12, another great 
verse, it says:

Amos 8:11-12

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of  
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:

And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and 
fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.

That's where we're at today. There's a famine. There's a famine, not of food. Man, we all got 
more food than we need. It's not a food, water. You can buy bottled water 36 for two dollars and 
36 cents. No, the famine today is for truth. The famine today is for that book. The famine today 
that is destroying and making this country lean and it's going to die is the fact that nobody's 
preaching the Word of God anymore. And the great thing about this here, the book's here. It's 
always been here. The problem is not the Word of God is not here. The problem is not the truth is 
not here. If you read that verse, the problem is the hearing of the book. The book's here. The 
book's right here. It says nobody wants to hear it. There's no demand for it today. The Bible and 
the wisdom of God, the truth of God is here. The problem is nobody wants to hear it.

I grew up in a generation, some of you older people did, that the great thing was, "Tell it like it 
is! Tell it like it is! Tell it like it is!" But when you told it like it was, they didn't want to hear it. 
Now there's no demand today for the wisdom of God. The demand today is for booze, it's for 
sex, it's for drugs, it's for success, it's for status, it's for fame, it's for money, it's for education and 
jobs and property, but there's no demand for wisdom. And I'm telling you, it's here. That's one of 
the greatest things in here, that it is here, and you can have it if you want it.

I think of the story of old Peter Appleman. I studied the Civil War one time. I've always imagined 
the Civil War, and old Peter Appleman was a Confederate. One night they were in a stalemate, 
and the Union lines' trenches were about 200 yards away, and those Confederate lines were 200 
yards the other way, 200 yards apart, all down in a little parapet. And Peter Appleman, he wanted 
to get at them Yankees, so he crawled on him. He was a big guy, he was about six foot nine, his 
fists looked like two hams, and he crawled out and went down through no man's land to get over 
that thing. And it was a sentry, a Union sentry that was on duty, and he was asleep. And old Peter 
Appleman picked him up and cracked him along the head and threw him over his shoulders and 
started back, and they started to see him and started to shoot at him. And Appleman's 
Confederate guys started to cover fire, shoot back. He dragged that guy behind the trees and 
under the rocks, and he just wore out, got over there, climbed over that thing, and fell in that pit. 
And the commanding officer was out, and all the troops were out, and he threw him down there, 
and he says, "There's a Yankee! There's a whole bunch of them over there! You all could have 
had one if you wanted one, but only one guy went to get him." Here's the Word of God. You can 



all have it if you want it. The wisdom of God is here. You can have it if you want it. God's people 
don't want it. The world doesn't want it.

IV. Three Types of People
Now the next thing he says, look at verse 22:

Proverbs 1:22

How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and  
fools hate knowledge?

Now, "How long, ye simple?" What follows here in verse 22, I don't know if you picked it up or 
not, are the three types of people that you're going to encounter in your life. You're going to work 
with people, you're going to deal with people. These are the three kinds of people you're going to 
find, and in ministry and dealing with them, you come across them all the time. I do. Three types 
of people: why they don't want God's wisdom, what they don't want to do what's right. Now 
these are what you've found in what you call a cumulative order, in other words, a progression of 
bad to worse. The first group's not bad or not good, second worst is bad, and the third group is 
really bad. And they are the simple ones, the scorners, and the fools. You'll see this in lives of 
unsaved people, but you also see in the lives of saved people. I told you, I think it was last week 
or maybe a week before last, there isn't anything an unsaved man can do that a saved person can't 
do except go to hell. And a lot of people don't understand that. They don't get it, and this causes a 
lot of problems for people. But sometime you go to Galatians chapter 5, verses 19 through 21, 
and First Corinthians chapter 6, verse 9, you'll find one of the greatest studies laid out anywhere 
in the Bible about not being in the flesh, getting out of the flesh and getting saved, but yet a 
saved person still, even though he's not in the flesh, walking after the flesh. Incredible study. It 
answers so many questions about why people say, "Well, how can a Christian do that if he's 
saved?" Because he's not, he's not in the flesh anymore, but he's walking after the flesh. And 
those two verses, incredible, one of the greatest studies in the Bible, and it basically shows you 
that, man, there's people who are saved who walk after the flesh and not after the spirit. One of 
the most powerful teachings in all of the Bible. So you're going to find that Christians do these 
things or become like this just like saved people, saved people do.

6. The Simple OnesNow look at verse 22:Proverbs 1:22
            How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity?I got to tell you this, there's two 
kinds of simplicity in the Bible. You'll find over there in Second Corinthians chapter 1, verses 
12 or 1 and 2, I think it is, you're going to find that there's a simplicity of God. In other 
words, God is very basic, very common. The Bible is an easy book to understand, you just 
been going at it the wrong way. God is simple in His form of the way He deals with people. 
We like to make God a very complicated being, and He's really not. But that's the good 
simplicity. But there's a simplicity in life of people who just don't care. Here, the simple one 
is somebody who just don't care about anything spiritual or maybe anything in life, nor do 
they care to find anything out. They're simply careless and indifferent people who never 
investigate anything as to its moral value. I've met people who claim they're saved, and I 



don't argue with them, they claim they're saved, and they go through their whole life, and it 
doesn't matter what it is, right or wrong, they never get in the middle and never take a stand 
for anything that's right or anything that's wrong. They just try to ride a middle fence, and 
that's almost impossible to do. They'll never want to get involved. They never can or will take 
a stand for anything in life, much less anything for God. Some go to church, some go to 
church every week, some don't go at all. I mean, their main characteristic in life is the fact 
that most of them never really complete anything they start. They start doing something, they 
go for a while, and then they'll bail out, never finish it off. Their whole life is that way. I've 
had guys tell me, "Bob, my life's a mess. I've never finished one thing in my life in all the 
years that I've lived. I've got the best intentions, I start doing it, but I just never finish it." 
That's a characteristic of somebody that he's talking about here, "You simple ones." They're 
lazy, they're indifferent, or they can be lazy. I mean, I've seen them work hard eight hours a 
day, ten hours a day, twelve hours a day. That's not what I'm talking about. They're lazy when 
it comes to spiritual things. They're lazy when it comes to the things of God. They're 
indifferent. They have no plan, they have no goals, they have no structure in their life when it 
comes to the things of God, and in life too many times, and you know you see it all the time, 
you really see, I see God's people like this all the time, no real commitment to anything. You 
know, the majority of God's people in most of the churches today, they'll go to church. I've 
known people that have been in churches for 30 years, and they don't know anymore about 
the Bible today than they did when they walked in that place. Why is that? I mean, how can 
you go someplace for 20 years, 30 years, and not understand any more than when you went 
in? That every time there's a tragedy, every time there's a problem, every time there's this, 
every time there's that, you have to go back to square one. You have no ability to get in and 
really understand how to use the Bible in your life. That's why He gave it to you. For 
everything in life takes precedent over the things of God in people who are simple.When the 
Bible says in Hebrews chapter 10, verse 25:Hebrews 10:25
            Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.They missed 
that verse. I was driving back someplace and I saw a marquee on a sign of a church. I thought 
it was really neat. Probably if some of you saw it, it was on 291 or Norland Road, I can't 
remember where it was, but it says, "The church is God's model," and then underneath of it, 
"Some assembly required." The assembly, you being there. And it was, you know, that's so 
true. I've seen people have something at four o'clock on a Sunday afternoon, and they got to 
stay home from church on Sunday morning to get ready for it. They never miss an 
opportunity to miss an opportunity. I mean, they have no ability to prioritize. They have no 
ability. "What, I'll do this tonight so I can be at church tomorrow." "Oh no, I got something at 
four o'clock, I got something at one o'clock, and we can't go to church." "What are you going 
to do?" "Well, we got something today we got to do." But that's just the way they are. You 
see, they take every opportunity, put whatever is more important in our life over the things of 
God. And in ministry, you can't count on them for anything. There are certain people when 
they come, when I say, "I need your help," and somebody says, "I'll be there." I never say, I 
wouldn't tell you who it was because it wouldn't bear anybody, but I know where the simple 
ones are, and they'll come up and say, "I'm going to do this." You know what I'll do? I'll have 



somebody else backing them up because I know they won't make it. I'll get a phone call 
about an hour before, I'll get a phone call maybe the day before, "I can't be there, my 
grandfather died again." They're willingly ignorant of any kind of consistent lifestyle, and 
usually their families show it, and they don't give two hoots in the weather if they ever find 
any truth in life or not. They just do what pleases them. These are the simple ones of 
Proverbs chapter 1, verse 22.

7. The ScornersThen the next group he says in verse 22, "the scorners," and they're not just 
scorners, there are people who love to be scorners. And brother, you see this all the time in 
Christianity, and you know people who delight in negativity. As I said a couple of weeks ago, 
get the T-shirt, "No negative people allowed," wear it. They live to tear down anybody or 
anything that tries to do right. They're not just scorners, but they delight in being a scorner. 
And here's the enticement we talked about last week. You know, Christians like this who will 
scorn and slander others, so you'll go be with them and give them the credibility that they so 
desperately desire. These types of Christians will talk about how much they love God and 
how much God means to them, and yet on the other hand, they'll lie through their teeth to 
you. In the unsaved world, they'll be the anti-God crowd. They'll make fun of purity, they'll 
make fun of churches, they'll make fun of all the things in the Bible and believing in the 
Bible. They'll talk about philosophy and higher criticism and higher education. They'll follow 
the anti-God philosophy or the anti-biblical philosophy. They would be the modern liberals 
today that we talked so much about. In the Christian world, they're really the shamed, they're 
just saved. I guess, I guess they're saved. I don't know. They say they are. They go to 
churches, they have a Bible, they sing in a choir, they hold services, they talk about God, and 
but just never follow the biblical principles where it goes against what they really want to do. 
They love to slander, they love to scorn people, anybody that can make themselves look 
better and like they're the real deal. Now these are the scorners of Proverbs chapter 1, verse 
22.People ask me all the time, "How can a Christian do that?" Let me tell you something, the 
greatest, in my life, I've been alive 63 years old, the greatest enemy I ever met to the Bible, 
the greatest enemy I ever met in my life against that Bible was a saved man. The greatest 
enemy I ever met in my life against that book, without meaning, was a saved man. But he 
was a pastor and preached every Sunday morning, and all my life, I was associated with, my 
20 years of my life anyhow, I associated with this guy, and it was a thing where, you know, 
he would, he was a decent preacher, but he hated that book. He would make fun of the King 
James Bible. He would belittle any of these smaller preachers that believed it. He would call 
them hillbillies and hicks. He would make fun of them. He would write them disparaging 
letters, and he was a great master at writing, and he would destroy them and make fun of 
them and ridicule them. He was a saved man, pastor of a church, and he had, in my mind, in 
my experience in life, the greatest enemy I ever met to that book right there. Greatest enemy 
ever met. So it can happen. It can happen. It can happen.

8. The FoolsThen the third thing, you have the fools, and fools, they hate knowledge. Now even 
though the Bible lists these three things as separate, you ought to be smart enough to know 
now that you'll find all three of these characteristics in all these kinds of people. They're all, I 
mean, it won't just be one, two, three, don't mix, mac, and forth. You'll find all these 
characteristics, but a fool is clearly defined for us. We talked about it in Proverbs when I gave 



you the eight things that Proverbs defines as a fool: despises wisdom, mocks, meddles in 
other people's affairs, slanders, a dog going back to his own vomit, eyes at the ends of the 
earth, resists punishment for correction, trusts in his own heart. We talked about it. Now 
where these two can believe in God, even though the saved and unsaved, the unsaved fool 
professes that there is no God, and yet you bet it, brother, Christians fall into the foolish 
category just like the unsaved people do. They can get to the place in their life where you 
can't even tell if they're saved. Brother, I've seen it all my years in ministry, all my years. I've 
seen people that you thought they were saved, they would say they were saved, but I'm 
telling you, you don't see one characteristic in their life that proves that they are, and it 
bothers you. It bothers you.

V. Three New Testament Doctrines in Proverbs
Now look at something else. You look at verse 23:

Proverbs 1:23

Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words 
unto you.

Now here's something else that is loaded in this passage. Now look at verse 23. You know what 
you got here? You got three of the greatest outstanding New Testament doctrines found in a 
verse. Remember a couple of weeks ago I told you about the instruction of the father-in-law, the 
mother, how does the Old Testament support the New Testament? Here's a classic example of 
that. Here's an Old Testament verse that basically supports the New Testament teachings about 
three things.

9. The Doctrine of RepentanceThe first one here is the doctrine of repentance. Look what he 
says, "Turn you at my reproof." Now you know my stand on this, and I just won't personal 
stance, my own personal conviction. I don't preach it as a doctrine. I preach it as what I see in 
life and where I know the world is and where the Bible is and where people are with it. But 
you know I've said it many, many times, and I don't think that 99% of God's people, people 
who say they're saved, are really saved. I say that based on the lifestyle that they live. Now 
you live in a world and grew up in a world, and I feel sorry for you about it. I do. I really do. 
I wish I could change it, but I can't. The only thing I can do is preach you the truth on a 
Sunday morning. I can't go back and reroute your life. But your life coming up was different 
than mine, and I appreciate what I have, and I wish you could have had it. Most of you never 
had a chance to see the real thing. Most of you never had a chance to see a real change that 
affects somebody when they get saved. Most of you have never seen a real revival. Most of 
you have never seen what real Christianity is. Most of you, all you see is this fluffy stuff that 
you see on TV, or you go to churches where it's all about music and it's all about this. I've 
even had people say, "You know what? I don't like that church because they preach the Bible. 
I like the music of this church." If you go to church because of the music, you're going for the 
wrong reason. You got to go to the church because of the Word of God that changes your life. 
Nobody's life got changed by music. It's the book that changes your life. But that's where 



people are at today.You know my take on it, I've said it many, many times, I'm not 
embarrassed to say it, I think that most of the people that claim they're saved are really saved. 
I think we live in a world of easy Christianity where nobody, when they get saved, I mean, 
there's churches, I've seen churches where the pastor, when he gives an invitation, you know 
what he does? He just has everybody bow their heads, tells a nice little gospel story, and says, 
"Okay, the best way you know how, ask Christ if you, if you ever got, if you come into your 
heart and save you." And then he says, "If you did that, raise your hand." And he says, "Wow, 
we had 50 people say that." That is the stupidest thing you could ever do in the world we live 
in. You know how confused people are about things? You know there's something, if you're 
going to get saved, there's some exact things you got to know. You realize if you're going to 
trust Christ as your personal Savior, as a pastor, that is probably the most crucial decision in 
your life, and I'm going to let you make that by yourself without me showing you what the 
Bible says. I'm going to take for granted you understand all the things that you need to do. 
Why, you may have come out of a charismatic church, you may come out of this church, may 
come out of this church. I've saw people that raised their hand, want to get saved, and 
thought that baptism saved them. I've seen people that had a bad marriage and said, "I'm 
going to get saved because I want God to fix my marriage." You realize if you get saved 
because you want God to fix your marriage, you're going to die and go to hell. You don't get 
saved so God will fix your marriage. You get saved because you're a sinner and going to go 
to hell, and then God may fix your marriage. You're going to leave that to chance? You're 
going to let somebody who's already in turmoil in life and already struggling decide those 
things and just take for granted, "Well, you understand all that." What's the matter with you? 
That's why here, when you get saved, there's no music to entice you. We don't say, "How 
many times I've been in that, all right, we've now sang 900 verses, 'Just As I Am,' let's change 
the song, maybe that'll work for you." I'll tell you something, you get saved here, it's very 
simple. You stand up if you want to get saved. Somebody will take you in the back and open 
up a Bible and show you how to get saved. Make sure you know what you're doing. Make 
sure you understand. You know why? Because the first thing he says here is, "Turn ye at my 
reproof." Repentance. Repentance. You know why I think most people aren't saved who 
claim they are? Because there's no repentance in their life. If you're going to turn from 
something and turn to something, you got to turn from something. And preachers get up 
today and they talk about, "Come to Jesus, come to Jesus." They never say what you got to 
leave. And if you understand repentance, and you come to get saved, and somebody comes 
down there and said, "Why does what God has saved me for this and for that?" You have to 
understand that you're turning from something. You have to realize that to turn to God, you 
got to leave something. And it may be different than everybody's life. In a nice big generic 
sense, it's the world. And you take somebody who gets down and gets saved, and it happens, 
I know human nature, they come down, they get down there on their knees someplace or 
somebody there, and they're all in their mind, they're not, they're thinking, "Well, you know 
what? I can still do this or I can still do that." I've had people say, "Well, I'm not ready to get 
saved because I don't want to give this up." I understand that because when you truly get 
saved, you have to turn. You have to repent. You have to turn from your lifestyle to a new 
lifestyle. And I don't understand it today where God's people who are supposed to be new 



creatures in Christ Jesus come down, get saved from an old lifestyle, get up, and then just go 
do the same lifestyle. Isn't there something wrong with that? I'm going to start a man and 
myself, I'm going to get more than him helping me here. What's wrong with people today?
Psalm 51 is the great model for real salvation. When David went his famous prayer after his 
great sin, and when he comes down through that prayer, you find the five things that must be 
in a person's life for them to be saved, and I don't see it today.A broken spirit.A broken and 
contrite heart.Humbleness to God.The right spirit.A restitution process that you're willing to 
do whatever you got to do.I don't see it. I see people getting saved, getting up, go out and 
doing the same thing they did before they got saved. That's not repentance. There are five 
attributes to repentance, and he says, "Turn you at my reproof." No turning. Well, you can 
figure it out, you're smart people.

10. The True Conversion of the BelieverNow the second great New Testament doctrine here, "I 
will pour out my spirit unto you." And the next thing I want to talk to you about is the true 
conversion of the believer. Conversion precedes the giving of the Holy Spirit of God in your 
life. When you got saved, a true conversion is based on repentance, and that has to happen 
before the Holy Ghost, Holy Spirit of God, comes into your life. It's a conversion. We all 
know what a converter box is. You go there and you want to run an AC off of your 12-volt 
battery in your car and a cigarette lighter. You got to get a little box, you plug it in here, the 
12 volt comes in, and it changes around, and you put your TV in, and it runs on AC. That's 
converter. That's a converter box. And when you get saved, you come in as a sinner, you get 
spun around a little bit, and you get converted, and you go out as a child of God. There has to 
be a conversion. Paul Peter told Israel that in Acts chapter 3, verses 19 and 20, he said here it 
comes:Acts 3:19-20
            Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
            And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:There's no 
blotting out of our sins until one, repentance, and two, a true conversion.

11. The Work of the Holy SpiritThen the third great New Testament doctrine here, he says, "I 
will make my words known unto you." That's the work of the Holy Spirit of God in your life. 
You see, you can't get the Bible without the Holy Spirit of God opening up your 
understanding. You can be the smartest mind in the world, most exhilarating mind, the 
sharpest mind on the planet, and you'll be as dumb as a stump when it comes to that Bible 
because that's not your, it's not your aptitude that develops your altitude with God, it's your 
attitude. It's you coming to the place where you realize that you ain't going to learn a thing 
out of that book unless God gives it to you. One of the greatest verses, and I've given it to 
you many, many times, one of the greatest verses that God ever gave me years ago that I hold 
responsible for God teaching me the Bible, whatever He taught me, was Luke 24:45, where 
He simply says:Luke 24:45
            Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.If the 
Holy Spirit of God doesn't open up your heart and open up your mind and teach you based on 
a true conversion, based on repentance, and you get in the Holy Spirit of God, you ain't going 
anywhere. That's been gone today. That's gone today. Now you go to most churches, they'll 
give you a little typed out Sunday school lesson. It's all prepaid for you. It's all prefab. 



Everything is there. Everything is constricted. Everything is ready to go. Everything is laid 
out. Everything is programmed. Everything by a structure, and you got to run on a timetable. 
You got to do this for 15 minutes, do this for 10 minutes, you got to do this for 12 minutes, 
and then when you got left over, you get an 18-minute message. It's all worked out. There's 
no room for the Holy Spirit of God to come down and do anything. And in your personal life, 
it comes to that process, and if you're going to ever learn the Bible, it's not going to be based 
on how much you come to church. Well, I got people that come to church every Sunday. I got 
people that come to Thursday night Bible study, and they still don't learn the Bible. You 
know why? Because it isn't based on whether you come here and get it. It's based on the Holy 
Spirit of God and your relationship with Him in your life. John chapter 16, probably the 
greatest defining chapter in the Bible, and the Holy Spirit of God in you. I've showed you 
before that there are seven things the Holy Spirit of God does for you, and one of them, 
number four, is He'll lead and guide you into all truth. And until that takes place in your life, 
nothing's going to change. So you see how loaded this passage is.

VI. The Two Great Charges to Sons
By now, even in our short time as we've been coming through this, you can see how this first 
chapter is so remarkable. I mean, 15 times he says, "My son," and he gives us some kind of 
instruction. This first seven chapters is a goldmine of instruction for us as God's son. Each week 
we're going to take and we're going to build on the last teaching, and we're going to see in time 
the complete picture begin to emerge. By the time we get to chapter 8, you're going to come see 
a complete understanding of how this thing completely lays itself out, a complete understanding 
of God's wisdom and what it takes to get it, and then how what it'll do for you.

You know, most people don't know this, in the Bible there are two great charges given by the 
Father to their sons, and I think they're probably two of the greatest places in the Bible. I think 
these two charges are a model for your own personal life as a believer. I think as a father, they're 
a great model for your family and your children, and I think for a pastor, they're a great model for 
a church. We have the one that we're looking at now in Proverbs, and Proverbs chapter 1 through 
7 is him charging his son, giving him these things. Solomon's taken all the wisdom, all the things 
that he's learned, all the things that God's allowed him to experience, and boy, there was nobody 
on earth that experienced it more than he did. He experienced everything in his life, good and 
bad, and then he writes a book about it in Ecclesiastes. But in this book here, he's giving out 
wisdom to his son in the first seven chapters. He charges his son to get wisdom.

The second great charge in the Bible is found over there in First Chronicles chapter 28 and 29, 
and it's David's charge to his son Solomon. It had to make some kind of impact on his life when 
David writes his charge to Solomon, chapter 28 and 29. I read that, man, I mean, it's straight 
from God to me, and I always looked at this thing as that when God, David gave to his son 
before he ever built the temple, and I always look at this and in Proverbs is after we built the 
temple. I always look at this as these are the things that every new Christian needs to know 
before he starts building the temple. There are things that I go back to in my own life with David 
said to his son Solomon. I mean, it's some of the greatest stuff you ever find in your life, but it 



was all before he built the temple. Solomon hadn't built it yet. David wasn't allowed to build it, 
so he gives that charge to his son, and Solomon takes that charge then and he built the temple. I 
always looked at that, that's a place where a Christian starts seeing David as a type of God giving 
him before you start to build that temple what you need to do, and then you have the second 
charge was Solomon. Solomon wrote that after he built the temple. Once you start in the process, 
Solomon picks up where David left off, and the second charge goes over the first charge. Oh, it's 
incredible stuff.

As I said, for me as an individual, it's my model for life. It's looking at those two charges, and 
there are two men, that one was the wisest man that ever lived, the other one had a heart for God 
more than any man in the Bible. You don't get any better than that. The heart of God and the 
wisdom of God, two charges, and when you put those things together, it gives you everything 
that you need as an individual. But then as a father, for your family, for your children, I look at 
Solomon sitting down and David sitting down with Solomon, and Solomon sitting down with his 
son, laying these things out, and what a model for us, for you young families with your young 
children, to sit down and to read those two charges, get out of those two charges, and then 
develop your own charge that you sit down and reinforce in your family, reinforce with your 
children. That's what it's all about. And yet I look at it for me as a pastor because we're a family, 
and I look at it as my responsibility as a pastor is to know these things. It's not enough for me 
just to get a big screen TV or get colored lights or get one of those disco balls and put up in a 
church so you get sparkly when the lights go out. It's more than that. My job is to understand you 
and where you're struggling with. My job is to know these things. My job is to give you the 
charges that Solomon gave to his son and David gave to Solomon. And as a pastor, it's my 
responsibility to give those charges to you, to keep them before you, to lay them out for you, to 
give you the best chance with your own individual relationship with God, to give you the best 
chance with your family, and then the best chance that our church has to accomplish everything 
that God wants us to have because the success of you as an individual and the success of your 
family and the success of this church is in those two charges right there. And right now we're 
looking at Solomon's 15 times, 15 times he says to his boys, "Son, this is what you want to do. 
Son, this is what you don't want to do." And if you're a father and you're a mother and you're not 
sitting down with your young son and your daughters and you're not doing that, you're missing it. 
You're missing it. You're missing it because that's what your responsibility is. It's what my 
responsibility is to the church, and it's what your individual responsibility is too. But you see 
how it works. You do it with God first, then you take what God gives you, you do it with your 
family, and then you take what God gave you as an individual, and he took it to your family, then 
you bring it to church and you do it here. That's how it's supposed to work. We'll hold up there. 
Next week we'll get into another section of it, and it'll be quite an interesting session. We'll look 
here, we got, we're going to set up our.


